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Ryan Schultz
N e w s  E d i t o r
A team of five Rose-Hul-man students took first place in the annu-
al National Society of Black 
Engineers (NSBE) Region IV 
Academic Tech Bowl Com-
petition this past weekend in 
Madison, Wisconsin.
The Academic Tech Bowl 
is a Jeopardy-style competi-
tion whose purpose is, ac-
cording to the national NSBE 
website, “to encourage and 
showcase Academic Excel-
lence and understanding of 
the fundamental principles 
of engineering covered in 
the Fundamentals of Engi-
neering (FE/EIT) Examina-
tion.”  As such, the topics 
range widely and include: 
units/conversion, math-
ematics, statics, dynam-
ics, mechanics of materials, 
fluid mechanics, thermody-
namics, heat transfer, trans-
port phenomena, chemistry, 
materials science, electrical 
circuits, and engineering 
economics.
“We studied for about 
a month before the com-
p e t i t i o n , ” 
said senior 
chemical en-
gineer and 
p r e s i d e n t 
of NSBE, 
George Ev-
ans.  “How-
ever,” he 
added, “the 
R o s e - H u l -
man educa-
tion itself 
served as the 
best tool.”
“I was 
ecstatic as 
soon as I 
knew we 
had it won,” 
said Evans. 
What does 
a regional 
c h a m p i -
on get for 
t r o u n c i n g 
other colleg-
es (including 
a number of 
Big 10 institutions)?  “We did 
get a cash prize which I be-
lieve is $500 to be split 80% 
to the team and 20% to the 
chapter,” said Evans.
From here, the team will 
compete at the national 
NSBE convention in Orlan-
do, Florida in March.
The team consisted of five 
Rose-Hulman students.  They 
are senior chemical engineer 
George Evans, sophomore 
biomedical engineer Da-
mien Harris, junior chemical 
engineer Andrei Edwards, 
junior mechanical engineer 
Josh Coe, and freshman bio-
medical engineer Michael 
Griffin. 
NSBE wins regionals
News Briefs
By Kyle Kamischke
Marriage a life-
saver
MPAA  caught violat-
ing software licensing
New gun kills cars 
in 50 nanoseconds
  RO S E-HU L M A N IN S T I T U T E O F TE C H N O L O G Y        TE R R E HA U T E,  IN D I A N A
O S E  T H O R N
The NSBE academic team took fi rst place at the NSBE Region IV Academic Tech 
Bowl Competition.  They are (from left to right):  George Evans, Josh Coe, Damien 
Harris, Michael Griffi n, and Andrei Edwards.
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A store owner in Jackson, MS is count-
ing his lucky stars that he’s married after 
a robbery that occurred at his store. Two 
robbers walked into The Antique Market 
and one of them pulled a gun on him after 
he went to retrieve a coin collection that 
they had asked to see. The robber fi red a 
shot at him, and the bullet defl ected off his 
wedding ring when he raised his left hand 
for protection. The defl ection caused the 
bullet to travel through two of his fi ngers 
without severing them and eventually 
ended up in the muscle tissue in his neck, 
instead of his head. The injuries are not 
life threatening. The robbers remain at 
large and managed to steal “a substantial 
amount of cash.”
The Motion Picture Association of 
America (MPAA) recently posted a piece 
of software on their website that was 
meant to assist universities in fi nding il-
legal fi le-sharing on their networks. They 
were forced to remove this software after 
receiving several requests from Matthew 
Garrett saying they were violating software 
licenses based on the popular Ubuntu 
Linux distribution. The program was built 
using Ubuntu, which is distributed under 
the General Public License (GPL). This 
license states that all the source code for 
the MPAA’s program must be made avail-
able to the public since it is open source. 
Not doing so violates the license agree-
ment. After the removal of the program, 
the MPAA said that it “would make sure 
that it fully complied with the GPL…” and 
distribute the program again.
A new device has been developed by 
Eureka Aerospace in Pasadena, California 
to prevent high speed car accidents from 
happening. This device is a microwave 
gun that, when fi red, fries a car’s electri-
cal system and subsequently stops the car 
from running. The prototype debuted by 
the company is “5ft long, 3ft wide, 1ft thick 
and just less than 200 pounds.” It oper-
ates at a frequency much lower than the 
average household microwave oven. A 50 
nanosecond pulse is all that is required to 
stop a car. With the right amount of fund-
ing, the company feels that it can shrink 
the device to 50 lbs and get it to work at 
a distance of 600 ft in approximately two 
years.
Advances to national competition
Scott Gallmeier
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Friday November 30 marked the annual Chi Omega Make-A-Dish 
for Make-A-Wish, an event 
designed to raise money for 
the Make-A-Wish foundation. 
This annual event was held at 
Terre Haute North Vigo High 
School.
The event was sponsored 
in collaboration between the 
Rose-Hulman Chi Omega and 
the Indiana State Chi Omega 
chapters to help assist the 
Make-A-Wish foundation, an 
organization who grants the 
wishes of the terminally ill. The 
dinner was served buffet-style 
by the women of Chi Omega. 
Entry to the event was a fi ve 
dollar donation to the Make-
A-Wish foundation, for which 
attendees received one plate 
to fi ll with the food at hand. 
The dinner offered a plethora 
of options from various local 
restaurants, including Ritter’s 
Frozen Custard, Buffalo Wild 
Wings, and Papa John’s. In ad-
dition to the food offered, the 
women also ran a 50/50 raffl e 
in order to raise additional 
funds for the foundation.
Multitudes of people turned 
out for the event. As one of the 
event’s coordinators, Marsha 
Krisenko, a sophomore ap-
plied biology major, said “the 
support that we received from 
Rose students, faculty, and 
staff was crucial to our suc-
cess. Also, we feel blessed and 
thankful for the Terre Haute 
community that helped us 
to sponsor the event.” Jor-
dan Baker, a sophomore civil 
engineer, mentioned how he 
felt it was a “great chance to 
hang out with friends, enjoy 
great food, and give to a great 
cause.” 
Chi Omega shares 
dishes to make 
wishes
N-R
-G
“¡KUH-DUHN!”
Pictures by Andrew Carlson
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3 bd., spacious, quiet for study, EXTRA NICE!  
Call 232-6977 after 11 am.  Please leave ph #.
House for rent
1 - 2 -3 -4 bedroom apts. $390 and up some include all utili-
ties but lights. NO pets. Gibson Apts 234-4884.
Gibson Apartments
Name-that-
artist by J.P. Verkamp
• Born on January 8, 1935, this artist was on top of the world for 
much of the next 42 years until his death in 1977.  Although he 
mainly performed and recorded rockabilly—a mix of country 
with rhythm and blues backed by a strong, upbeat tempo—he 
also branched into a number of other genres, including the 
blues, ballads, gospel, and pop.  To date, this artist is the only 
artist to have been inducted into four musical halls of fame.
• Including compilations and soundtracks, this artist released 
or was featured on 76 different albums during the course of 
his lifetime, spending a combined total of over 60 weeks on 
top of the charts.  Total sales for this artist’s albums are esti-
mated to have reached 1.8 billion sales.  All together, 149 of 
this artist’s single reached the Top 100 in the United States 
and 150 of his albums and singles reached gold status.  In ad-
dition to music, this artist also filmed 33 films—many of them 
little more than musicals.
• One part of this artist’s fame began, according to legend, 
quite by accident.  At his first live performance, this artist was 
so nervous that his legs were shaking.  Combined with wide-
legged pants that emphasized his movements, this motion 
supposedly drove the women in the audience crazy.  Realizing 
the benefits of this effect, this artist purposely incorporated 
the movements into future shows.
For those of you that are interested, last week’s artist was Neil 
Diamond.  For this week’s answer, go to http://www.rose-hul-
man.edu/thorn.
Find the answers at:
http://www.rose-hulman.edu
/thorn
Need a place to live right now? Check out Sharp Flats 
East. Just a five minute walk to campus. We have studios, 
efficiencies and one bedrooms. Some units are furnished 
and some include all utilities. Check us out www.sharp-
flats.com or call us at (812) 877-1146.
Sharp Flats
Thinking about living off-campus for the ‘08-’09 school 
year? Visit www.sharpflats.com or call (812)-877-1146. 
Sharp Flats East located next to Rose-Hulman campus. 
Sharp Flats in town located on or near South 6th Street.
Sharp Flats
???????????
Large, furnished three bedroom apartment available 
beginning Fall quarter. Nine month lease. $675 in-
cludes utilities. Contact Dr. Ditteon (CL104, Box 171, 
ext. 8247 or 299-5182) for more information.
Apartment for rent
Rose-doku
by Jim Sedoff
Solve the puzzle by filling in the blanks but be 
careful to not repeat the symbols (C, H, A, N, 
U, K, D, R and E) vertically, horizontally or with-
in the bold 3x3 sub-grid squares.
Instructions:
3 bedrooms extra clean with kitchen appliance, North 
10th St., updated basement, hardwood and carpet floors, 
fenced yard, car garage, no pets, $795+ utility, email Dr. 
Hariri or call 317-873-5923. Please leave ph#.
House for rent
Bleeding for a 
cause
???????? ??????????????? ???? ?
Presented to you by Student Government Association
SGA Senate Update
(from December 4, 2007)
  Keynote Speaker:  None 
  Call to Order:  31 present and 6 absent
  Executive Reports: President Emily Albert—Christmas lights to be hung on  
   Wed. and lit on Thursday at 9pm by Dr. J.
   Secretary Evan Breedlove—Nametag errors and make  
   sure rep’s are getting the emails
   Treasurer Levi Rupp—currently the general fund stands  
   at $43,400
   Executive Director Kenny Hurst—Tailgating for the   
   women’s basketball game at 7:30pm in Hulbert Arena
   Club Relations Director Marsha Krisenko—SGA club  
   offi cer list will be updated soon
   Publicity Director Mandy Ferrell—give SGA t-shirt   
   ideas, look for Christmas gifts coming before break in  
   mailboxes
  President Reports: Senior Class Brian Green—TV’s in Commons and SRC  
   should be turned on, pretty good turn out for 1st senior  
   class event with 96 people showing up
   Junior Class Mandy Kronmiller—students would like  
   single stamp machine near mailroom, SGA credit card  
   would be nice and could be kept in the Business Offi ce t 
   to regulate usage
  District Reports: BSB—snack machine in BSB lobby will only accept one 
   coin, Christmas lights in BSB basement are too low to  
   walk 
   Mees/Blumberg/Sharp—Treds suggested for bridge   
   between  triplets and SRC since it’s slippery when wet,  
   trees hang too low on pathway behind the Union
   Off-Campus Fraternities—The stop sign by the fraterni 
   ties was stolen and Emily is currently working with
   Facilities to get it back in place, some chairs in the   
   Commons need to be fi xed or replaced
  Open Forum:  SGA meetings are open to the public
  Old Business:  None
  New Business:  OVC Reallocation Request—Finance Committee 
   recommends the full amount to be reallocated from ski  
   trip budget to hiking trip, full amount approved by 30 to  
   0 votes and 1 abstention
  Pass the Gavel:  E-Week is coming up in February so submit your ideas  
   to Exec. Board, Senate meeting adjourned at 6:02 PM.
Questions or Comments?  Contact Mandy Ferrell CM 1624 (ferrelal@rose-hulman.edu)
Advertisement
YOUR CLUB AD HERE!
Want to advertise for your SGA-sponsored club?
for more information
Contact Mandy Ferrell CM 1624 (ferrelal@rose-hulman.edu)
SGA Upcoming Events:
Wed, Jan 9 Tailgating in the Quad
Sat, Jan 26 Tailgating for Track & Field, 12:30pm
Sat, Feb 9 Tailgating for Men’s Basketball, 3:00pm
Sat, Feb 15 Tailgating for Wrestling
 Excerpt from the Rose-Hulman Student Government Association Constitution 
 (Article VIIIB on Senators):
 1. Freshman Senators shall have no grade requirements.
 2. Upperclassman Senators, as well as graduate Senators, shall have a minimum 
     cumulative grade point average of 2.00.
Rachel Howser
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Rose-Hulman sponsored its Winter Blood Drive for the Indiana Blood Cen-
ter on Tuesday, December 4 and 
Wednesday, December 5.  The 
drive is one of the largest events 
for the Indiana Blood Center. 
Over the two-day drive, students, 
faculty, staff and the administra-
tion donated a total of 326 pints 
of blood.  Within 72 hours, 18 
tests are run on the blood, and 
99 percent of the blood is sent to 
Indiana hospitals for use.  Each 
pint of blood can save up to three 
lives.
Students are encouraged to 
donate for a number of reasons. 
The Residence Hall Association 
promotes the drive by sponsor-
ing a competition between the 
residence halls.  The Greek or-
ganizations on campus help to 
provide snacks for those who do-
nate.  They also work at the event 
by helping donors fi ll out paper-
work and giving donors snacks. 
Another incentive is the free t-
shirts provided to all donors. 
“...I save lives for a living.  We 
can save three lives for every pint 
of blood...Only fi ve percent of the 
population gives that can.  I want 
to change that to nine percent 
before I retire.”
”It’s my senior year.  I think I’ve 
only missed two blood drives. 
One when I had the fl u and one 
when I had mono.”
“I’ve had surgery for a her-
nia and appendicitis, and I used 
blood for both of those and fi gure 
I should give back.”
Tina Bledsoe Ben Lauer Nicholas Jevons
Professional blood-
drive worker
Senior Mechanical 
Engineer
Freshman Biomedical 
Engineer
Annual winter blood 
drive sucks 326 pints
Pictures by Suzanne Kissel 
Adam Clement
FSView & Florida Flambeau
Want the good news first? “Hit-
man” is among the most faith-
ful game-to-film adaptations to 
ever grace the screen.
The bad news? Not only is it a 
video game movie, but one based 
on a mediocre franchise that was 
never groundbreaking to begin 
with. This is all one really needs 
to know, but for anyone uncon-
vinced just yet of this dead-on-
arrival action vehicle, stay with 
me for a detailed autopsy. It’s in 
your best interest.
For those uninitiated, fear not. 
There is hardly much to brief on, 
as far as story goes. A nameless 
agent (known only as “47”) with 
a barcode on his cranium gets 
paid to perform contract killings 
while fleeing from the authori-
ties and making ease of dispos-
ing of each hopeless soul who 
dares encounter him.
But wait! Interpol isn’t the only 
party tracking the globe-trotting 
assassin; as someone involved in 
Agent 47’s secular organization 
has set him up. Gee, where have 
I seen this before?
And why by his own people, 
you inquire? It doesn’t matter; 
because he’s perfect at what he 
does and that’s that—which is 
all most audiences will care to 
acknowledge beyond this empty 
bullet case of a film.
“Hitman” had one thing going 
for it from the project’s get-go: 
Master of all video game movie 
disasters, Uwe Boll (“House of 
the Dead,” “Alone in the Dark”) 
wasn’t set to direct. Then sud-
denly, the casting of the versatile 
Timothy Olyphant (“Live Free or 
Die Hard”) graced the film’s po-
tential.
So where did it all go wrong? 
One only needs to recall the 
last “Resident Evil” flick to see 
where its fate lies: in mediocrity, 
at best. Although, with all things 
considered, mediocrity would 
be a compliment.
The egregiously vapid script 
leaves little to care about beyond 
how Agent 47 will dispatch each 
goon in his way. All the usual 
suspects of a 13-year-old boy’s 
cinematic wet dream are present: 
a brooding hero with blatant dis-
regard for authority, seemingly 
more talking done with guns than 
with words and some mandatory 
T & A on behalf of Euro sexpot 
Olga Kurylenko. Furthermore, 
what plot that does exist has been 
beaten to death by countless oth-
ers before it. If we wanted to see 
trained assassins on the run, suf-
fering from random flashbacks of 
their mysterious becoming, we’d 
gladly revisit this year’s superior 
“The Bourne Ultimatum.”
On that note just the same, 
most will do themselves a service 
by watching this movie when it 
was done right in 1994, when it 
co-starred a young Natalie Port-
man and titled “The Profession-
al” (a.k.a. “Leon”).
None of this comes as any sur-
prise, though. With names like 
Vin Diesel as an executive pro-
ducer, there may not have been 
much wiggle room for co-pro-
ducer, Luc Besson (writer/direc-
tor of aforementioned film, “The 
Professional”), to save the day.
Adding to the omen of disas-
ters to come, the studio fired di-
rector Xavier Gens for allegedly 
pushing the envelope of violence 
... which incidentally didn’t stop 
much of the blood from flowing 
or bullets flying in the end.
So in all fairness, the blame 
cannot be placed solely on Gens 
for what looks to be a stain on 
his resume, should he work in 
the industry again.
What’s reprehensible for cer-
tain, are the unintentionally 
awkward combat scenes. One 
particular moment intended to 
be tense, no doubt, involving a 
Mexican standoff comes off as 
silly and laughable. This marks 
the difference between a failed 
execution seen here, and that of 
the more self-aware “Shoot ‘Em 
Up,” which doesn’t attempt to 
take itself seriously in the least 
bit with its nonsensical gunplay.
What’s worst of all stems from 
a direction that is rushed and er-
ratic; with an incoherent plot—
or lack thereof—that won’t last 
10 minutes of recollection after 
exiting the theater. Yet gratefully 
for those duped in, the action is 
mildly viewable with cinematog-
raphy that seems to know where 
to keep its aim, when not edited 
with indeterminable juxtapo-
sition. Then again, if anyone 
wanted to bark up the tree for 
visuals alone, they might as well 
play the video games. Speaking 
of which, how shameless could a 
film get in using a product place-
ment of the very game that (basi-
cally) wrote the movie? Yes, there 
is indeed a video game cameo, if 
one could call it that, of a “Hit-
man” game. This certainly will 
not help dissuade Roger Ebert’s 
tirade against video games in 
general, now will it?
Sadly, “Hitman” only shoots 
himself in the foot in respect to 
the bald marksmen lead. Aside 
from losing his hair for a role that 
he’ll only attempt to forget, poor 
Olyphant is miscast and left with 
little to work with in his “hitman 
with a heart of gold” ego that 
is just too wooden and lacking 
in any character development 
whatsoever to salvage.
He does manage to bust a few 
chuckles with his ignorance to-
wards women in a few moments 
that would make James Bond 
look chivalrous, yet that’s as far 
as the thesp’s appeal goes here. 
This says a lot, considering the B-
list actor stole scenes in “The Girl 
Next Door” and “Deadwood.”
Like the double-toted pistols 
featured so prevalently, Hitman 
comes equipped with a silenc-
er in that whatever dialogue is 
heard falls on uncaringly deaf 
ears. Nothing about the story or 
script becomes memorable or 
worthwhile, so should anyone 
come for the purpose of experi-
encing something a videogame 
cannot deliver, reconsider. The 
only escapism involved here is 
the kind one will feel when pon-
dering about walking out.
‘Hitman’ misses the mark
????????????????????????????
Many people were surprised to learn that Vin Diesel would not be 
playing the strong, silent, and above all, bald title character. 
www.hitmanmovie.com
Ben Collins
G u e s t  W r i t e r  
In a local band highlight, this 
week I got a listen to Glass Halo’s 
first album “Written in the Mar-
gins.” In a forward comment from 
the band, they described this as 
a dark time in the bands history. 
With that, I went in with the ex-
pectation of listening to some re-
ally heavy lyrics. A close inspec-
tion of the lyrics without listening 
to the music had really put me in 
a deficit of good opinion for the 
band. I got my first listen after 
that, with thoughts in mind, and 
was completely blown away. The 
intro song “Black Star” was un-
impressive but as “Change Your 
Ways” started playing, I could 
really feel the heart of the band 
come out.  The big selling point 
for me was the absolute synergy 
between the guitarist and vio-
linist, a feat I believe that many 
mainstream bands have attempt-
ed but they don’t reach this level. 
While at times some songs are a 
bit of a chore to listen to, the al-
bum overall is very well written, 
has great music and is definitely 
worth a listen.
Songs to listen to: “Grey”,” Be-
yond”, “Crash”, “Change Your 
Ways”
 
To the possibly 20 or so people 
who saw Black Snake Moan, or to 
those who have even heard of the 
movie, good for you; I hear it got 
good reviews, I wouldn’t know. 
The preconceived notion I had 
with the movie was it might be 
pretty cool but I didn’t have time 
enough to see it while it was in 
theaters, but I made sure that I 
could own a piece of what might 
be truly classic: Samuel L. Jackson 
singing the blues. Before you turn 
away in disgust from hearing the 
“Snakes on the Plane” quote just 
one too many times, hear me out. 
The album has not only Samuel 
L. Jackson (it’s just fun to say his 
name!) singing and playing his 
own blues guitar, the album has 
a lot of the old feel  blues and jazz 
that without the movie sound 
groovy. This is not an album for 
everybody and may have such 
limited appeal that maybe only 
those die hard mutha’ ********’ 
fans who really love Samuel L. 
Jackson.  The way I figure, no 
matter what I rate this, some-
body may just go out and buy it 
for a laugh and will be horribly 
disappointed. Overall, the album 
was fine, not to everybody’s but if 
you really like fake blues, give it 
a shot.
Album reviews
JP Verkamp
G u e s t  W r i t e r
Ironically, Facebook’s rela-
tively new online ad service 
may actually be one of the 
best things to happen to the 
online privacy movement. 
First released early 
in November, Beacon 
was designed to take 
the information col-
lected from a num-
ber of participating 
sites and show rel-
evant advertisements 
to that person and 
their friends.  At first, 
it sounds like an in-
triguing idea and, on 
the whole, it is; how-
ever, Facebook made 
at least one mistake 
that had many of it’s 
users up in arms—it 
made the Beacon service opt-
out instead of opt-in.
By default, whenever a user 
would browse or purchase 
anything on one of the 44 
sites participating in Beacon, 
the information would be re-
ported to Facebook and users 
would have to specifically tell 
Facebook not to propagate 
that information.  After a peti-
tion more than 50,000 strong, 
Facebook realized that maybe 
this was not the best idea and 
switched to an opt-in model. 
Now, if a user wanted to par-
take in the targeted advertise-
ments, they can specifically 
tell Facebook to enable that 
feature.  For users that do not 
want the information includ-
ed, they can just not do any-
thing.
Although Facebook no lon-
ger forces users to opt-out of 
the service, a series of results 
from independent security 
research shows an even more 
disturbing trend behind the 
information collection.  Even 
if a user chooses not to have 
Beacon broadcast their infor-
mation to friends and is not 
even logged in to Facebook, 
the information will still be 
collected and stored on Face-
book’s servers.
In addition, the informa-
tion collecting is not limited 
to current Facebook users. 
People who previously had a 
Facebook account and deleted 
it and even people who never 
had a Facebook account in the 
first place are also traced by 
IP address when on the par-
ticipating sites.  While non-
Facebook users usually do not 
already have their information 
in Facebook’s servers, it is dis-
tressingly easy to find out just 
about anything about anyone 
online in this day and age.
When used properly, target-
ed advertisements like those 
used by Last.FM and Google 
can actually be quite helpful. 
By analyzing what you have 
looked for and liked in the 
past, advertisements can be 
hand picked (well, picked with 
more than random care) to 
actually interest you.  At least 
having advertisements for an 
item that you may actually 
buy is better than being bom-
barded by products that you 
could not care less about.
Altogether, the cultural 
trend of products like Beacon 
paints a potentially disturbing 
picture of what the future may 
hold.  One day we may wake 
up to find a world like the 
one detailed in Minority Re-
port, where just walking into 
a building may invoke holo-
graphic displays to ask us how 
our new jeans are working 
out—a world where true pri-
vacy is a thing of the past.  In 
my opinion, that is a disturb-
ing thought.
A shining beacon for  
online privacy
Official Thorn rating: 3 elephants Official Thorn rating: 1.5 elephants
“
”
People who previ-
ously had a Facebook 
account and deleted it 
and even people who 
never had a Facebook 
account in the first 
place are also traced 
by IP address 
Christine Price
S t a f f  W r i t e r
The holiday season approach-
es, which means things are going 
to be tight.  Tight belts from de-
licious cookies and dinners, and 
tight wallets from snazzy pres-
ents.  The average American is 
expected to spend about $850 on 
gifts this year— a significant de-
crease from the $1000 average in 
2004 (American Research Group 
Inc).  The nation as a whole is 
spending less on gifts, but how 
should a Rose student, already 
bogged down my ever increasing 
tuition, save on gifts, and what 
is the best way to maximize the 
value of presents received?
The most obvious way to save 
money on presents is to not buy 
presents.  If you have a close 
knit group of friends, consider 
pitching in for a group present, 
such as a new video game.  This 
allows you to have a new video 
game, and saves the money and 
time that it takes to buy individ-
ual gifts.  Secret Santas are often 
nice, and can be organized for 
an entire floor, a club, or among 
friends.  For all gifts, remember 
to look for sales but don’t buy 
something simply because of a 
sale; the same amount of money 
could be spent on a different gift 
that would be more appreciated.
You of course want your giftees 
to appreciate their gifts, but how 
do you ensure that you will get 
gifts that you want?  One way is 
to give a gift that you want.  Want 
your boyfriend to do more cook-
ing?  Give him a mixer.  Want to 
join in on some sweet Guitar 
Hero action?  Get your room-
mate a second guitar.  Want… 
well, I shan’t say, but I will note 
that Priscilla’s provides 15% off 
to students with college IDs.  A 
second way is to simply suggest 
a present.  Visit home and circle 
things in a catalog; create an Am-
azon wish list; tell your parents 
about how much caffeine you 
need and how much you would 
appreciate some high quality 
black tea.  If you can’t think of 
anything in particular, think of 
something that will save you a bit 
of money; perhaps your younger 
sibling can get you a basket with 
dish soap, quarters for laundry, 
and a cute duster.  It won’t be 
glamorous, but it is useful.  Be 
sure to give people some idea of 
what you want, even if it is just 
a giftcard, otherwise your Aunt 
Hortance will give you your third 
ill-fitting unicorn sweater.
In the end, remember that it is 
the thought that counts.  Think-
ing can lead not only to a gift 
that the recipient will sincerely 
enjoy, but to creative ways to 
save money this holiday season. 
 
(Title credit goes to Christmas 
Song by Tom Lehrer)
Matt Carroll
T h e  H e i g h t s  
( B o s t o n  C o l l e g e )
We’ve all got our Thanksgiv-
ing traditions. Some of us play 
football, some of us watch foot-
ball, and almost all of us are 
blessed enough to spend a few 
days and one delicious meal 
with friends and loved ones.
After my high school lost yet 
again to our bitter rivals (which 
seems to be one of their favor-
ite traditions), I went with my 
mom to my aunt’s house to try 
to wash out that awful taste of 
defeat and replace it with some 
much-missed home cooking. 
We sat down, skipped grace, 
and ate our meals while we be-
gan one of our favorite tradi-
tions: going over what each of 
us wants for Christmas.
The responses were typical: 
another fire truck for Billy, a 
new sweater for Kristie, and a 
Craftsman 10 amp reciprocat-
ing saw with three-piece blade 
assortment for Jonathan. “You 
don’t have to get me anything,” 
I responded insincerely when 
it was my turn, counting on 
the knowledge of countless 
Thanksgivings past when that 
answer would not be accepted 
and I would be “forced” to give 
my family some idea of what I 
might want.
When it was time for my 
mother to go, she also said we 
didn’t need to get her a gift. 
The difference between her re-
sponse and mine, though, was 
that she really means it when 
she says, “Don’t get me any-
thing.” She says this every year, 
but with the possibility of this 
being the last Christmas I’ll be 
home for, I decided I wanted 
to do something extra special 
for her. At home later that day, 
I asked her again and she told 
me that if I really wanted to get 
her a nice gift then I should just 
write her a note in a card and 
that would be “good enough.”
I was appalled. A card — 
that’s it? Forgive me if I don’t 
think Snoopy and Charlie 
Brown on the front of a Hall-
mark card adequately express-
es how grateful I am to a wom-
an whose whole life has been a 
complete gift to me.
Unmarried, pregnant, and 
caring for my dying grand-
mother, Susan Carroll made 
some tough choices and sacri-
fices in order to have and raise 
me. Since the day I was born, 
her entire life has been dedi-
cated to my well-being, hap-
piness, and success. She has 
shared every gift she has to 
offer with me, from her faith 
to her love of sports (which 
explains my extensive sports 
knowledge but relatively lim-
ited athletic skill).
The sacrifices have been nu-
merous and the thanks have 
been few. It was just she and I 
in our house, and the anger I 
felt toward my deadbeat father 
was often misdirected at the 
one constant in my life. As the 
lone breadwinner, my mother 
worked night and day to keep 
food on the table, heat in the 
house, and my ungrateful butt 
in Catholic school where she 
knew I would receive a more 
complete education. Still, de-
spite working more than 70 
hours per week between three 
different jobs at one point, 
debt began to pile up and she 
was forced to choose among 
these essentials.
I’ll never forget our first 
month without heat. Oil prices 
had climbed too high and there 
was nothing more she could 
do. She heated water on the 
stove so that I could still take 
a bath and she would hang 
my clothes on a rack in front 
of the oven in the mornings so 
they’d be warm before I went 
to school. I remember blam-
ing all of our problems on her 
as we lay down to go to sleep, 
huddled together beneath a 
mass of blankets, and yet she 
hugged me tighter whenever I 
shivered to make sure I stayed 
warm.
That’s been the story of her 
life and the lives of so many 
of our parents; they sacrifice 
everything for our sake while 
we often repay them with un-
gratefulness and spite.
“Give her the gift that shows 
just how you really care.” That’s 
what the commercials say this 
time of year. Sorry, Mom, but 
I don’t think there’s anything I 
could ever do to show that.
And no, a card is most cer-
tainly not “good enough.” 
A reason to be thankful: The gift of good parents
Working in teams
God Rest Ye Merry Mer-
chants, May You Make 
the Yuletide Pay
Christopher Smith
R o s e - H u l m a n  S t a f f
C o u n s e l o r
Working in a team can be an 
excellent way of learning and 
achieve a project goal. Unfortu-
nately, team work requires those 
involved to learn a new way of 
not only interacting with others, 
but of interacting with the mate-
rial. When working in a team, we 
must learn to rely on others to 
complete their tasks in a timely 
manner and correctly. Often 
times one or more members of 
the group may feel uncomfort-
able about giving up control over 
a portion of the project and rely-
ing on someone else to complete 
the task. This is not an easy thing 
to do and group members may 
be tempted to take over anoth-
er’s work. This can lead to con-
flict and resentment from both 
the members who do extra work 
and the members who now have 
less work. Another problem that 
can arise is when one or more 
group members are simply dif-
ficult to work with. This can be 
for a number of reasons, but can 
usually end the same way. Group 
work suffers because communi-
cation between group members 
breaks down.  
What can you do to prevent 
conflict in your group? The most 
important thing to remember is 
that some conflict occurs in most 
teams. How you plan for this and 
handle it when it happens will 
dictate the outcome for your 
team. One way to plan for prob-
lems is to begin the team, or if the 
team has already been formed, 
take a step back and set ground 
rules for how members will work 
together. Define which behaviors 
are appropriate and which are 
not. Are you comfortable with 
everyone talking all at once or do 
you prefer that each person have 
at least some time to speak their 
mind? How will members treat 
ideas that they disagree with? Is it 
ok to tell someone that their idea 
is flat out wrong, or should mem-
bers explore with each other why 
it may not be the right answer to 
the problem? 
Once ground rules have been 
set and the team is up and run-
ning be aware of conflict as it 
arises. This can help you proac-
tively address the issue and pre-
vent it from becoming a distrac-
tion for group members. Learn 
to negotiate. This is an excellent 
skill and can be helpful not only 
on team projects, but also in the 
future. 
Lastly, don’t be afraid to ask 
for help, both from other team 
members and from faculty and 
staff. Remember that each per-
son brings a unique strength to 
the team and it is ok to ask for 
help in an area that is not your 
strength. Also if the team is hav-
ing trouble and cannot resolve 
the conflict on its own then ask-
ing an outsider to help mediate 
can have a benefit, and may pro-
vide everyone with an equitable 
solution. 
This information is not intend-
ed to diagnose, treat, or prevent 
any disease or disorder. Nor is it 
intended to replace a consultation 
with a mental health provider. 
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What Can You Get
    with Your Signature?
SALLIE MAE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MODIFY OR DISCONTINUE LOAN PROGRAMS AT ANY TIME 
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What Can You Get with Our Signature Student Loan®?
Once you’ve tapped out all free money and federal student
loan options, fund the remaining cost of your education with 
Sallie Mae’s popular private loan—the Signature Student Loan.
Wondering if you qualify?
For more information and to apply, go to 
SallieMae.com/rose
Mac & cheese for the semester
A laptop that keeps you connected
Textbooks — some even worth reading
(sign here)X
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On Thursday morning, while 
engineers were doing routine 
testing, a problem that has 
plagued the post-Columbia 
shuttle missions reared its shut-
tle-launch-delaying head again. 
The launch was delayed because 
two of the four fuel sensors were 
faulty.  These sensors are very 
important to lift-off safety, for 
if they do not shut down the 
engines once the fuel has been 
depleted, then 
an engine explo-
sion could very 
well destroy the 
orbiter.  Because 
of the faulty sen-
sors, the shuttle 
had to be de-
layed, for NASA 
rules only al-
low up to one 
faulty sensor 
for a scheduled 
launch.
Mission STS-
122 was due to take off Thurs-
day morning and deliver the Eu-
ropean Space Agency’s biggest 
contribution to the 
International Space 
Station, the Columbus, 
to the ISS.  Columbus, 
the space station pro-
gram by the ESA, will 
have ten racks of ex-
periments and help 
scientists understand 
how humans react to 
microgravity and the 
effect of space on vari-
ous fluids and objects.
This delay does not 
bode well for the pro-
gram, because if the shuttle 
does not launch before De-
cember 13th, then NASA must 
wait until next year to launch, 
because by then the sun’s rays 
will have changed their angle 
and overheat the orbiter.  This 
means that the ESA would have 
to wait even longer to get their 
long-awaited module attached 
to the ISS 
(after already 
waiting five 
years due to 
the ground-
ing of the 
shuttle fleet 
after Colum-
bia).   
This delay 
becomes yet 
another tick 
mark on the 
chart of faulty 
e q u i p m e n t 
that plagues the rapidly-aging 
space shuttle program and only 
reinforces the need for the new 
space vision set forth by Presi-
dent Bush and NASA in 2004. 
Luckily, there are only twelve 
more launches of the current 
space shuttle fleet, before it is 
to be retired in 2010.  The new 
program, Project Constellation, 
is the project set to put America 
back on the moon and eventual-
ly leading a human expedition to 
Mars. The Orion shuttle system, 
which is currently under devel-
opment and set to be deployed 
in 2014, will be replacing this 
relic of the 1970s.  It will serve 
as NASA’s primary transport 
for human explorers to space, 
and, if there is no commercial 
orbital transportation service 
available, it will also transport 
supplies to space.  Ideally the 
Orion spacecraft, along with 
Project Constellation, will usher 
in a new era of space explora-
tion and advancements that will 
make Americans proud again of 
NASA and the space exploration 
program.  
Are Facebook 
“friends” really 
friends?
???????????????????????
John Pinkus
S t a f f  W r i t e r
The person standing up in the 
classroom instructs the sitters to 
retrieve a required piece of ma-
chinery.  Almost without think-
ing, the sitters go through the 
necessary steps in order to initi-
ate the operation of said piece of 
machinery.  Then, after a barrage 
of forced advertisements for the 
software already purchased, the 
sitters can operate their class 
segregated 2400 oz. Mountain 
Dew holders.  Instead of hitting a 
silver colored button twice over 
a small picture with an “X” or a 
“W” on it, the sitters all open the 
small picture that is a globe with 
an orange fox the size of Pangaea 
on top of it.  At this point, the thin 
part of the machine can change 
its appearance in literally bil-
lions of different ways by bend-
ing eight digits, though almost 
like a union working punching 
a time card the appearance of all 
of the sitter’s machines is iden-
tical.  For their machines are at 
the welcome screen of a website 
that is worth $15 billion, that is 
assuming the largest operation 
system manufactures are wise 
investors.  To put it clearly, in-
stead of paying attention to the 
person they are paying approxi-
mately $50 an hour to talk to 
them; the students are checking 
their Facebook profiles.  
Naturally there are many 
things that can be written about 
that social networking site; dis-
agreements about what “poke” 
means, individuals losing jobs 
due to conspicuous JPEGs, the 
absurdness of all of the ap-
plications, the news feed . . . 
though none of those are the 
reasons why I am not allowing 
my gastric acid to decompose 
a multiple kilocalorie contain-
ing (hopefully fully digestible) 
item.  It is the simple fact that 
currently I have 214 friends at 
this Institute, according to Face-
book.  What exactly does that 
mean?  It is true that each one 
of those 214 individuals I have 
talked to at least one time in 
my life.  I could probably point 
them out of a police lineup and 
be able to say their surname or 
Christian name if I were asked 
to do so.  Even though it was 
a mutual friendship decree, I 
wouldn’t consider more than 
half of my Facebook friends 
to be my friends.  The actual 
friendship gaining mechanism 
is much more complicated than 
a simple click of a box. 
I do not recall a time in my life 
when I asked another person to 
be my friend, if I did it was prob-
ably in the eighties or the first 
time I lived through a year that 
was a palindrome.  Normally for 
a friendship to be established 
there needs to be some form of 
shared experience or interest. 
Though, the uniqueness of this 
experience or interest isn’t con-
sistent and despite of all of the 
shared aspects, a friendship will 
never develop.  I have longed for 
a personal stenographer to es-
tablish the exact moment when 
I was acquainted with another 
person, though alas this is about 
as likely as meeting Arienette.  I 
will end with a Carrie Bradshaw-
like moment: what would life be 
like if social interactions were 
as simple as Facebook makes 
them appear?  Those interac-
tions would become as unreal-
istic as a Facebook friend.
????????
????????
?????
Andrew Klusman
O p i n i o n s  E d i t o r
So here’s how my brain 
works. 
I’m sitting at home, thinking 
I want to write an editorial on 
an apparent need some of us 
have: to learn how to recycle. 
Most people know it’s a good 
thing not to make our landfills 
as bloated as Rosie O’Donnell 
(don’t know why I always pick 
on her: poor thing). But some 
don’t know that “Office Pa-
per” doesn’t mean “ketchup” 
or “binders,” and that “Plastic” 
doesn’t mean “roadkill.” 
I exaggerate, but you get the 
point.
At any rate, it occurs to me that 
as a teacher of creative writing, I 
ought to be able to help people 
learn how to recycle. And then it 
hits me. What we need is a film, 
or maybe a musical to perform 
in Hatfield: “How to Recycle 
Without Even Trying” or some-
thing.
So far, so normal. Raise your 
hand if you don’t think about 
making musicals about recy-
cling. 
My twisted noggin, though, 
discontented with a mere mu-
sical on recycling, decides that 
this musical should follow the 
basic plot of “Silence of the 
Lambs.” 
What follows, then, are my 
drafts of key lines from the mu-
sical. (Auditions probably won’t 
happen until spring.)
* * * *
I ate recycled his liver paper 
with some fava beans staples 
and a nice chianti without any 
plastic.
You still wake up sometimes, 
don’t you? You wake up in the 
dark and hear the screaming of 
the lambs stuff that gets thrown 
away that could be recycled [or 
“recycling advocates”].
You fly back to school the fac-
tory now, little Starling recyled 
#2 soda bottle. Fly, fly, fly. Fly, 
fly, fly.
It places the lotion recycling 
in the basket bins. 
Do not touch the glass. Do 
not approach the glass. You pass 
him recycle nothing but soft pa-
per and plastic and cardboard 
and electronics and batteries 
and aluminum — no pencils, no 
pens. No paper clips or staples 
in his paper are okay. Use the 
sliding food carrier bins only, 
no exceptions. If he attempts to 
pass you anything, do not ac-
cept it. Do you understand?
Tell me, Clarice — have the 
lambs stopped screaming? [This 
one can stay as is. I like it.]
seriously. Mark MinsterShuttle problem?
Campus 
Insights
The following was in response to last week’s question:
What are your thoughts about Sustainability Club’s 
“Pledge to reduce energy” campaign to reduce con-
sumption on campus?
Last week, 375 students signed up to promise that they’d save on their utility consumption and save 
the school some money.  While I was very pleased with the response from our students, I was shocked 
by the reason some students decided not sign: “I don’t want to be a hippie.”  
Just because you do something environmental, it does not mean you’re a hippie.  Are President 
Nixon, Ford and George H. W. Bush hippies too?  These presidents, all Republicans, are the ones who 
passed landmark environmental measures such as the Clean Air Act, Toxic Substances Control Act, 
and acid rain amendments to the Clean Air Act, respectively.  Yes, I do acknowledge that there is a 
stereotype between environmentalists and hippies.  But it is just that: a stereotype.  
When you can do something that is both economical and environmental, how can you go wrong?  
The fact of the matter is that this is more of an economic and health issue.  When our school spends 
such a large chunk of money ($1.2M a year) on electricity, why would we not try to be more conservative 
with our consumption?  Is tuition not high enough?  
With all the studies that document the negative health effects of coal fired power plants, you can bet 
that our local power plant is not helping the situation.  The Wabash River Station, located right here in 
Vigo County, was completed between 1953 and 1968.  This means that it is so old that is allowed a “pass” 
when it comes to the standards invoked under the Clean Air Act.  So please, all we are asking is that 
students conserve for a good cause and win an mp3 player for doing it.  We’re not asking you to grow all 
your hair out, stop wearing deodorant, make a hemp necklace, and smoke some weed.  If our country 
is so polarized that turning off your laptop makes you a hippie, God help us.
Jared Moore
Mechanical Engineering
Class of 2008
Weekly, the Opinions page will be posing a question to the campus 
community.  Send your thoughts to opinions@rose-hulman.edu and 
the following week a selection of campus opinions will be published.
This week’s question is:
What are your thoughts on the announced merg-
er of gaming giants Blizzard and Activision?
A picture of space shuttle Atlantis 
http://www.local6.com/2007/1206/14789146.jpg
“
”
The Orion 
shuttle system 
will be replacing 
this relic of the 
1970s.
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Engineer Scoreboard
Men’s Basketball
2-5 (1-1)
December 1
     Hanover College          58
     at Rose-Hulman            47
December 5
     Rose-Hulman                59
     at Franklin College       58
      Swimming and Diving
 November 30 - December 1   
        Depauw University University      M-8th, W-11th
        Greencastle, IN
Women’s Basketball
3-2 (2-0)
December 1
     Hanover College           51
     at Rose-Hulman             52
December 5
     Franklin College            30
     at Rose-Hulman             38
Pictures by Isaac Sachs
Rose-Hulman News
The men’s basketball team 
earned a dramatic 59-58 Heart-
land Conference 
road victory over 
Franklin College 
on Wednesday 
night.
A convention-
al three point 
play by freshman 
Daniel Lowers 
gave Rose-Hul-
man a 57-56 ad-
vantage with 50 
seconds remain-
ing, before Frank-
lin regained the 
lead at 58-57 on 
a layup by Marty 
Young.
A pair of free 
throws by se-
nior Ron George 
with 17 seconds 
made the score 
59-58 and sealed 
the victory for 
the Engineers as 
Franklin failed to 
connect on a shot 
at the buzzer.
Rose-Hulman 
placed a pair of 
players in double fi gures in the 
victory. George fi nished 6-8 from 
the fl oor and 7-11 from the free 
throw line for 19 points.  Senior 
Jared Moore scored a career-high 
18 points on 8-10 from the fi eld.
Senior Phil Sundling pitched 
in nine points of his own and 
grabbed a pair 
of boards, while 
freshman Mi-
chael Kelly led 
the Engineers 
with fi ve re-
bounds in the 
victory.
The Engineers 
shot 62.9% from 
the fi eld in the 
victory, their 
best shooting 
percentage in 
a game since 
a 65.1% effort 
against Hanover 
in 1998.
In the fi rst 
half, Franklin 
College led 10-7, 
before going on a 
15-5 run to lead 
25-12 with 10:19 
remaining.  The 
Engineers would 
close the gap to 
25-19 at the 7:42 
mark on a layup 
by Moore.
The Engineers 
would pull even closer as a layup 
by George capped a 9-1 Rose-
Hulman run to make the score 
33-31 in favor of the Grizzlies 
with 2:22 remaining.  The teams 
would continue to trade baskets 
for the rest of the half with Frank-
lin holding a 37-36 lead after the 
fi rst stanza.
Rose-Hulman took its fi rst lead 
of the ballgame with 17:11 remain-
ing on a layup by George giving 
the Engineers a 40-39 advantage. 
Rose-Hulman would lead until 
the 7:09 mark when Franklin tied 
the score at 50-50 on an Andrew 
Bowman layup.  The Grizzles re-
gained the lead 54-52 on a pair of 
free throws with 5:37 left to play.
The Engineers improved to 2-5 
on the season and 1-1 in HCAC 
play with the win and will return 
to action on December 8, when 
they take on Bluffton University at 
3 p.m. at Hulbert Arena.
 Men rally for dramatic victory on the road
Rose-Hulman News
The women’s basketball team 
remained undefeated in Heart-
land Conference play with a 38-
30 victory over visiting Franklin 
College on Wednesday evening.
Sophomore Shayna Banet led 
all scorers with a career-high 15 
points, connecting on nine of 
her 12 free throw attempts.
Freshman Donna Marsh tied 
a Rose-Hulman school record 
with seven blocked shots and 
collected 11 rebounds, while fel-
low freshman Eli Baca grabbed 
a career-high seven rebounds in 
the victory.
Other key contributors in-
cluded senior Katie Tharp with 
seven points and six boards, and 
freshman Theresa Henke with 
six points and four rebounds.
The Engineer defense throt-
tled the Grizzles, as Franklin was 
held to 16% from the fi eld, in-
cluding a 9% fi eld goal percent-
age in the fi rst half.
Rose-Hulman won the battle 
in the paint outscoring Franklin 
20-10 and capitalized on eight 
second chance points.  The En-
gineers pulled away in the sec-
ond half, connecting on 17 of 23 
free throw opportunities.
With the win, the Engineers 
improved to 3-2 on the sea-
son and 2-0 in HCAC play.  The 
women’s team will return to ac-
tion tomorrow at 1 p.m. with 
another league matchup against 
Bluffton.
Staunch defense prevails
Extra Large
One-Topping
999Campus Only
One Large
One-Topping
ON
LY 799Campus Only232-PAPA
S t o r e  H o u r s . . .
Mon-Wed: 9am - 1am
Thurs-Sat: 9am - 2am
Sunday: 12pm - 12am
1234 WABASH AVE.Daniel Lowers scored a conventional 
three-point play in the fi nal minute.
Rose-Hulman News
Basketball teams pummel Franklin
Rose-Hulman News
 Legendary Rose-Hulman In-
stitute of Technology coach and 
athletic Hall of Fame inductee 
Jim Carr passed away at age 94 
on December 3.
Carr coached virtually every 
sport at Rose-Hulman in his 28-
year career at the college.  His 
efforts helped bring seven con-
secutive winning seasons to the 
Engineer men’s basketball pro-
gram in the late 1940s and 1950s. 
He also coached Rose-Hulman’s 
fi rst cross country champion-
ship team and fi rst program All-
American in Dennis Dierckman 
in 1974.
Carr’s accolades included the 
Dean’s Outstanding Teacher 
Award in 1977 and was also a Ruel 
Fox Burns Blanket recipient.  He 
became the fi rst person inducted 
into both the Athletic Halls of 
Fame at Indiana State University 
and Rose-Hulman.
In addition, Carr served as the 
Director of Intramurals at Rose-
Hulman.  He was a member of 
the Wiley High School basketball 
state fi nalists in 1931 and also 
participated on Indiana’s entry 
into the United States Olympic 
Trials in 1936.
The Rose-Hulman family pass-
es on its condolences to the Carr 
family.
Hall of fame coach 
passes away
Alex Clerc
S e n i o r  Q u e e n  C o r r e s p o n d a n t
Ah, Queen Elizabeth II... old, regal, powerful but not in a “real” kind 
of way, and really old... my dream woman.  That chin of hers ages like 
moldy cheese (in Europe, that’s a good thing)... every bit of flab that 
accumulates under her royal mandible makes me yearn for her ever 
more desperately.
How desperate am I?  Look at the letters I’ve been sending...
“Dear Liz,
Hey, how’ve you been?  I’ve been thinking of you... did you get my last 
hundred letters?  Listen, I wanted to apologize for that whole ‘revolu-
tion’ thing... I think I speak for America when I say, we don’t want to be 
Yanks anymore... can we come home?  At least me?  Don’t worry if you 
don’t have an extra bedroom for me, we’ll manage (wink).”
I’m optimistically awaiting her reply.
???????????????
This day...
...in history
1941:  The Japanese Empire at-
tacks the U.S. navy base at 
Pearl Harbor – a move that 
remained number one on 
the international “Worst 
ideas of all time” list for over 
fifty years, only to be dis-
placed by every episode of 
“Jackass” ever created.
The views and opinions expressed on the Flipside do not express the views of the Rose Thorn or Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology. They don’t represent anyone’s opinions. The “This Day in History” and “In addition...” are the product of Aaron R. Meles, resident 
historian and obscure list keeper. If you find yourself becoming offended or begin believing that an opinion might be respresented here, remove your left shoe, burn it, then beat your head against a wall and think about what you’ve done.
“Nobody reads Harry Potter 
and expects to find Hog-
warts... I hope” – Dr. Min-
ster, on crushing the hopes 
and dreams of potential 
Hogwarts transfers every-
where
“Ahh! It won’t go away! Die! 
Die! Quit confusing us 
all!” – Dr. Boutell, while 
fighting the projector in 
Olin
“It doesn’t matter if those 
numbers are right.”  – Prof. 
Devasher, teaching math 
like it should be taught
“It’ll be hot, and we’ll have 
sugar all over our sweaty 
bodies.” – Dr. Richards, de-
scribing one of his famous 
extra credit opportunities
“I’m gonna need one of those 
corkscrew things... or I 
can just break the top off 
the bottle.” – Dr. Stienstra, 
who just can’t wait any 
longer
“Not a chance of me be-
ing confused for a male 
gigolo.” – Dr. Luegenbiehl, 
on his adventures in Terre 
Haute’s seedy underbelly
“If anyone breaks the gal 
on the fish, I’ll kill them. 
There are some things in 
lift that are sacred, and a 
gal on a fish... that’s sa-
cred.” – Dr. Stienstra, on 
his religious beliefs
“This marker smells really 
good.”  – Dr. Morris, who 
knows how to appreciate 
the finer things in life
“And yay, verily, that’s what 
happens.” – Dr. Mech, be-
traying his age
“Look at the size of those 
lips! This is like the Julia 
Roberts special... so ap-
parently Julia Roberts can 
absorb a lot of energy in 
fracture.” – Dr. Stienstra, 
flawlessly applying the 
transitive property
Send your wacky 
prof quotes to:
f l ip s ide@rose-
hulman.edu
Wacky prof quotes
In addition...
Prior to 1941, the previous 
chart-toppers were “Getting 
involved in a land war in 
Asia” and “Welcoming Euro-
peans into your tribal settle-
ment.”
Matt Melton
F l i p s i d e  C o m m a n d e r  i n  C h i e f
10. This is a Civil War, and I used to be a Civil….coincidence? I 
think not…
9. We have Molly on our side, and girl’s win everything at Rose…
minus IM sports...(Alex: what about Skinner vs. BSB 3?) (Matt: 
Crap.)
8. We are young and completely inexperienced. Thus, logically, 
we have no clue how to mess up a newspaper!
7. The British have a strong navy, but I see them having prob-
lems invading the Thorn Office by sea…
6. James wrote a poem for this issue. Seriously, who likes poetry? 
(Alex: …Girls…) (Matt: Touché salesman, touché.)
5. Molly is a freshman, so she’ll actually have free time to fight 
this war! Now if only she knew how the British navy plans to in-
vade Terre Haute…
4. I’m a lvl 70 D&D Master. That’s right. Don’t know how that 
applies, I’m just putting it out there. (Clerc’s lvl 89..And James is 
102. I suggest DDR, Matt. –ARM)
3. Clerc can’t take my excessive knowledge of the 1337 language. 
I will pwnz0r that n00bz0r cuz I r h4x0r and h3 i5 t3h sux0rs….
2. We have the Top Tens. Who doesn’t love the Top Tens?
1. According to Flipsidenomics, which contain more accurate 
accounting than Enron, we have $17,141 more dollars with 
which to bribe readers. Who wants candy?!
Top Ten Reasons 
We’ll Win the Flipside 
Civil War!
Erin Hudson - Staff Cartooninator
James Zhou
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Our editor has flown,
Far far, away,
To a land where there’s,
Tea and crumpets at midday.
But beware, for Melton,
that dastardly hack,
planned an insurrection,
and carried out an attack!
This usurper bodes foul,
There are fifteen instead of ten,
And what’s even worse,
He brought Hertz back again!
Oh, dear Flipside,
What will become of you,
When your literary wit’s re-
placed,
With lists, dumb and untrue.
So, to your pens,
all you sons of Rose,
This is far more important than,
The flow velocity through a hose.
But if you’re not funny,
There’s still much you can do,
Such as laking Melton,
though freezing him works too.
Let there 
be war!
Please, Liz, take 
me back!
Liz’s Double Chin has expanded with her age.  My preoccupation 
with her bears a curious resemblance to the double chin trend...
IT’S (civil) WAR!!!
Alex Clerc & James Zhou
vs.
Matt Melton & Molly Gillam
Note: Erin Hudson, our lovely cartoonist, has decided to 
remain neutral during our petty and selfish war. We have thus 
decided to nickname her Switzerland.
????????
